Physics Courses Exam Grading Guidelines
Except when otherwise stated, the following is the guideline for grading exams. The guidelines are subject to unforeseen special circumstances on individual exam questions.
Four Exams are scheduled for both Physics I and Physics II. The current format for in-class exams is a total of 20 questions, with 10 problem solving questions and 10 matching questions. 

· 100 points total.  Each of the 20 questions has a value of 5 points
· Matching questions are based on terminology, laws, equations primarily based on the chapter summaries (end of each chapter) and highlighted items, and lecture notes. A score of 0 or 5 will be entered for each matching question.

· Single part problems:

· 5 points:  Approaches are correctly written and the answer is correct, within acceptable rounding conditions.

· 4 points: Answer is not correct, but the approach is correct. There are computational errors, e.g. wrong sign, forgetting to take square root, etc

· 3 points:  Answer is not correct, and the approach is partially correct, but it is determined will not yield the correct solution.

· 2 points: Answer is not correct, and the approach is not correct, but there are appropriate sketches, and an indication of some understanding of the problem.

· 1 point: Answer is not correct, there is no clear approach. There are possibly some sketches that relate to the problem, and some related equations, but no further development of the solution.

· 0 points: Incorrect answer, and no work shown. 
· Multiple part problems (2 or more answers): 

· 5points:  All parts of approach/answer are correct

· 4 points: 1st part approach/answer is correct, and other parts have correct approaches but incorrect answer

· 3 points:  First correct approach/answer, 

· + 1, or 2 points for each additional correct approach/answer (max 5 points total). 
· 2 points: 1st part approach is correct and answer is incorrect; Other parts are not developed satisfactorily.   

· 1 points: Partial work is shown on one or all of the parts, but no clear approach nor correct answers.
· 0 points: Incorrect answer, and no work shown. 
It is important that the written solutions, i.e. the approaches, are organized in an easily understood step-by-step format. This will improve the opportunity to obtain the best possible score for each problem. Recommendation is to do work on separate paper and transfer to exam page.
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