SAMPLE TEST QUESTIONS


CHIROPRACTIC ETHICS


FINAL EXAMINATION (April 18, 1996)

1.
Which of the following are the ethical principles that are frequently relevant to 

      decisions of biomedical ethics: ("MACA")

a. Utilitarianism

b. Autonomy

c. Prudence

d. Justice

e. Deontology

2.
When you are providing free care for family members, friends, and other persons who are 

      not paying for your services, you should not provide them with a lower standard of care 

      than other patients.  The primary ethical principle that supports that proposition is:

a. Autonomy

b. Beneficence

c. Nonmaleficence

d. Justice

3.
If a patient comes to you for chiropractic treatment, you should provide such treatment 

      even though chiropractic will not help the patient's condition, because the patient expects  

      to receive chiropractic treatment and that treatment will not do any harm.

a. True

b.  False

4.
After a patient has given valid informed consent to chiropractic treatment, the 

      chiropractor may provide the same chiropractic treatment on subsequent visits by that 

     patient without repeating all the information required to obtain informed consent.

a. True

b.   False
5.
As long as your patient is not injured, you cannot be violating any code of ethics and you 

      cannot be disciplined by the Texas Board of Chiropractic Examiners.

a. True

b. False

6.
Which of the following are the cardinal moral virtues that are frequently relevant to 

      decisions of biomedical ethics: ("MACA")

a. Deontology

b. Temperance

c. Nonmaleficence

d. Justice

e. Autonomy

7.
According to the Texas Chiropractic Act, a patient's consent for the release of

      confidential information must include which of the following: ("MACA")

a. The consent must be in writing and must be signed by the patient.

b. The consent must be dated.

c. The consent must specify the information or medical records to be covered by the release.

d. The consent must specify the reasons or purposes for the release.

e. The consent must specify the person to whom the information is to be released.

8.
Regardless of whether a patient consents to the disclosure of confidential information, the 

      Texas Chiropractic Act allows a doctor to disclose confidential information in which of

      the following circumstances: ("MACA")

a. In a lawsuit brought by the doctor against the patient to collect fees.

b. In a lawsuit brought by the patient against the doctor for malpractice.

c. Where the doctor has been hired by a third party, such as an employer.

d. When the law requires the doctor to disclose the information.

9.
Which of the following are boundaries that should be respected to avoid accusations of 

       sexual misconduct: ("MACA")

a. Time

b.   Gifts

c.   Language

d.   Clothing

e. Money

10.
Ethics, as distinguished from morals, are the individual’s ability to distinguish right from 

      wrong conduct

a. True

b. False

11.
Which of the following requires doctors to treat their patients as individuals and to think 

       about what they are doing, instead of treating patients in a routine manner: 

a.  Prudence

b. Temperance

c. Justice

d. Confidentiality

e. Fortitude

12.
After the doctor/patient relationship is terminated, the doctor is required to keep the 

      patient's records and communications confidential only for six years in most states.

a. True

b. False

13.
For the purposes of making chiropractic care more affordable, exposing the public to 

      chiropractic, and helping to build practices, the ACA encourages its members to waive 

      insurance deductibles and co-payments.

a. True

b.False

14.
To obtain valid informed consent, which of the following elements must be present: 

       ("MACA")

a. The patient must be competent

b. The doctor must disclose the appropriate information to the patient

c. The patient must understand the information that is disclosed

d. The patient must be able to read the informed consent form

e. The patient must be acting voluntarily

15.
The model of deontology determines whether an action is right or wrong based upon:

a. the consequences of that action.

b. the application of rules.

16.
Which of the following are elements of a legal malpractice claim for abandonment: 

      ("MACA")

a. That the doctor owed a duty to the patient

b. That the doctor's withdrawal was unilateral

c. That the doctor did not have any reason for discontinuing treatment

d. That the patient was in need of continued treatment

e. That the patient sustained an injury from the lack of care

17.
Even though a chiropractor has no intention of conducting a research study or publishing 

      the results of any study, he may advertise that he needs patients to participate in 

      "research" for the purpose of building his practice.

a. True

b. False

18.
Under the Texas Family Code, chiropractors are required to report child abuse only if the 

      abuse involves physical injury to the child.

a. True

b. False

19.
If you receive a request from an insurance company for a patient's records, but the date 

      on the written consent to release the records indicates that the patient signed it 9 months 

     before you received it, under the Mercy Guidelines, you should: ("MACA")

a. Refuse to honor the request until you receive an authorization from the patient that has a more recent date.

b. Refuse to honor the request because patient records are confidential and should never be released to a third party.

c. Honor the request because the patient has not notified you that he has revoked that authorization.

d. Honor the request because such an authorization cannot be revoked by the patient.

e. Honor the request if you think your bill will be paid sooner than if you refuse to release that information.

20.
If a chiropractor would like to date a patient, the chiropractor may terminate the doctor-

      patient relationship and date the patient without violating any ethical or legal 

      requirements.

a. True

b. False

21.
When you attempt to collect an account from a patient, the patient responds by filing a 

       complaint with the Texas Board of Chiropractic Examiners. ("TBCE")  In the complaint, 

      the patient claims that you provided excessive services; however, the patient was not 

      injured and the patient has not paid for those excessive services. ("MACA")

a. The TBCE will summarily dismiss the complaint because the patient is responding to your efforts to collect his account.

b. The TBCE will summarily dismiss the complaint because the patient was not injured.

c. The TBCE will fully investigate the complaint and will dismiss the grievance only if it finds that you did not provide excessive services.

d. The TBCE will fully investigate the complaint and will dismiss the grievance if it finds that the patient filed the grievance in response to your collection efforts, regardless of whether you provided excessive services.

e. The TBCE will investigate the complaint and will dismiss the grievance if it finds that the patient was not injured and did not pay for the purportedly excessive services, regardless of whether you provided excessive services.

22.
The ACA has adopted a policy that encourages chiropractors to invest in imaging centers 

       that provide MRI and CT examinations and to refer their patients to those imaging 

      centers so that those new technologies will be more available to the public and more 

      accessible to chiropractors.

a. True

b. False

23.
In 1980, Massachusetts General Hospital decided to not participate in heart transplant 

      programs.  They made that decision by weighing the cost and limited success of heart 

      transplants against the potential benefit of using their resources for other programs, such 

      as providing indigent care.  That decision is an example of the following decision making 

      model (paradigm):

a. Situational Ethics

b. Deontology

c. Utilitarianism

d. Stare Decisis

24.
Which of the following are criticisms of the ACA Code of Ethics: ("MACA")

a. The code is overly vague.

b. The code overemphasizes the financial and business aspects of the practice of chiropractic.

c. The code discourages chiropractors from making referrals to medical doctors.

d. The code is overly concerned with promoting the status and prestige of chiropractic.

e. The Code is too complex and obtuse to be understandable.

25.
Under the Texas Chiropractic Act, your license may be revoked, suspended, or placed on 

      probation, if: ("MACA")

a. You are guilty of fraud or deception in the practice of chiropractic.

b. You engage in grossly unprofessional conduct

c. You have habits of intemperance or drug addiction.

d. You fail to use proper diligence in the practice of chiropractic.

e. None of the above.  Those provisions are overly vague and unconstitutional.

26.
You are treating a patient for whiplash suffered in a motor vehicle accident.  The patient's 

      attorney calls you and threatens that you will not be paid unless you refer the patient to an 

      imaging center for an MRI to provide tangible evidence of the patient's injury that the 

      attorney can show to a jury.  The patient has been responding well to your treatment and 

      you do not know of any medical need or justification for an MRI for that patient.

      ("MACA")

a. If you are treating the patient on a letter of protection from that attorney, you should refer the patient for an MRI to assure that your bills are paid.

b. You should refer the patient for an MRI because it is in the patient's best interest to prevail in the personal injury claim.

c. You should not refer the patient for an MRI because there is no medical need or justification for an MRI.

d. You should refer the patient for an MRI because the patient's attorney may be a good referral source for additional patients.

e. You should refer the patient for an MRI because the higher medical bills will result in a better settlement for your patient.

27.
To avoid a malpractice claim for abandonment of a patient, you should do the following 

      when you are terminating a patient who has not paid their bill: ("MACA")

a. Provide the patient with notice of your intent to terminate

b. Continue treating the patient for a reasonable period of time so that the patient may find another doctor

c. Refer the patient to another doctor

d. As a professional courtesy, warn the patient's new doctor that the patient did not pay your bill.

e. Send the patient a letter confirming the termination of the doctor-patient relationship.
28.
If you learn that another chiropractor has a drinking problem and has been treating patients 

      while under the influence of alcohol, you should:

a. Warn that doctor's patients so that you are not vicariously liable for his conduct.

b. Ignore the other doctor's conduct because he is responsible for his own conduct

c. Ignore the other doctor's conduct as long as no patient is injured

d. Warn the public in general

e. Report the conduct to the appropriate Board of Chiropractic Examiners or to an appropriate agency to provide assistance to the impaired doctor.

29.
A doctor may choose between two courses of action.  The first choice involves lying or 

      concealing the truth from the patient.  The second choice involves telling the truth to the 

      patient.  The consequences of either course of action will probably be the same. 

      ("MACA")

a. The doctor should choose the second course of action based upon the model of deontology.

b. The doctor should choose the first course of action based upon the model of deontology.

c. The doctor should choose the second course of action based upon the model of utilitarianism.

d. The doctor should choose the first course of action based upon the model of utilitarianism.

30.
Which of the following are characteristics of maintenance care: ("MACA")

a. The patient has a previously demonstrated abnormality.

b. The patient is asymptomatic at present

c. The patient has nearly constant or recurring symptoms related to the underlying condition.

d. Periodic care helps to lessen the patient's symptoms and enhances the patient's quality of life.

e. The care is usually provided at programmed intervals.

31.
Which of the following are purposes or reasons for a profession, such as chiropractic, to 

       have a Code of Ethics: ("MACA")

a. To give the members of the profession guidance as they make their daily decisions.

b. To meet the expectations of society that a profession should have a code of ethics.

c. To help the members of the profession make uniform decisions when they are faced with similar situations.

d. To assist members of the profession in justifying to the public the professional's need to earn a profit.

e. To reflect the expectation that members of the profession will have higher ethics than other members of society.

32.
If you receive a consent to release medical information that complies with the Texas 

      Chiropractic Act,

a. You may send your original records to the person requesting those records.

b. You must send your original records to the person requesting those records.

c. You may send copies of your original records to the person requesting those records.

d. You must send copies of your original records to the person requesting those records.

33.
As long as a patient initiates or voluntarily consents to a sexual relationship with their 

      doctor, it is not misconduct for the doctor to engage in such a relationship.

a. True

b. False

34.
Your patient has been diagnosed with AIDS.  In discussing the test result and the issues 

             with your patient, you tell your patient that they should inform their spouse about the 

             disease.  The patient refuses to tell their spouse.  ("MACA")

a. Special statutes protect the confidentiality of the results of AIDS tests.  Because the results of that test are highly confidential you should not tell anyone, not even the spouse.

b. If the law requires you to disclose the results of that test, you should report those results to the proper agency, which should then inform the spouse.

c. You should ask a lawyer to check the state law, which may permit you to inform the spouse.  If permitted you should inform the spouse.

35.
According to the Mercy Guidelines, you should consider alternative care for a patient 

      with an acute condition after four weeks, if there is no significant documented 

      improvement.

a. True

b. False

36.
If you receive a complaint from the Texas Board of Chiropractic Examiners ("TBCE") 

     concerning a complaint of professional misconduct by you, you must respond promptly in 

     writing.  Failure to make a timely response to a complaint is an independent ground for 

     disciplinary proceedings.

a. True

b. False

37.
Which of the following virtues suggests that doctors should act with self-restraint or self 

      control, and not overuse tests and diagnostic procedures.

a. Prudence

b. Temperance

c. Justice

d. Confidentiality

e. Fortitude

38.
When you are providing preventive or maintenance care, you should disclose to the 

      patient that the care is discretionary and elective on the part of the patient.

a. True

b. False

39.
Although fully licensed doctors should not engage in sexual relationships with their 

      patients, student interns who are not fully licensed may engage in such conduct as long 

      as they are discrete.

a. True

b. False

40.
If you are trying to collect fees from an insurance company, the ACA Code of Ethics 

      provides that you should not discuss confidential information concerning a patient with 

      that insurance company until you have received the patient's written consent.

a. True

b. False

41.
In addition to owning a successful chiropractic clinic, you own a 5% interest in an 

      imaging center that performs MRI and CT  examinations.  You refer some of your 

      patients from your chiropractic clinic to that imaging center.  Which of the following is 

      true: ("MACA")

a. Because we have a free market economy, you are free to invest your money in any investment that you choose, including that imaging center.

b. If you treat Medicare and Medicaid patients and refer them to that imaging center, you are probably committing a criminal act.

c. You should disclose your ownership interest to the patients that you refer to that imaging center.

d. Your ownership of an interest in an imaging center is just a business investment and does not raise any ethical issues.

e. To maximize the return on your investment, you should refer your patients to your imaging center without offering the patients any alternatives.

42.
The Mercy Guidelines rate certain procedures and recommend that insurance 

      companies should pay for care, if the recommendation for such care is:  

      ("MACA")

a. Established

b. Promising

c. Investigational

d. Doubtful

e. Equivocal

43.
Because the risk of any injury from chiropractic treatment is statistically

      insignificant, the ACA Code of Ethics does not require chiropractors to disclose 

     any risks to their patients. 

a. True

b. False

44.
The rules adopted by the Texas Board of Chiropractic Examiners prohibit the use 

      of false, fraudulent, misleading or deceptive statements in "public

      communications," including: ("MACA")

a. Advertisements in the yellow pages

b. Advertisements in newspapers

c. Statements made in newsletters to patients.

d. Brochures distributed only to patients in the doctor's office

e. Letters sent to potential new patients.

45.
You have been treating a patient for 6 months and that patient owes you

       approximately $3,000 for those services.  You receive a letter from an orthopedic 

       surgeon advising you that he is now treating that patient and requesting a copy of 

       that patient's records.  What should you do? ("MACA")

a. Assert your doctor's lien and refuse to release the records until the patient has paid the $3,000 balance.

b. Agree to release the records only after you have received the patient's authorization and a reasonable fee for producing those copies.

c. Agree to release the records but wait several months before delivering them to the patient's new doctor.

d. Refuse to produce those records until a court orders you to produce them.

e. Refuse to produce the records because the orthopedic surgeon is tortiously interfering with your doctor-patient relationship.

